
  

A Message from Dr. Lody 

This Month’s Calendar Highlights 
Thursday, 9/1 Monday 9/5 Thursday, 9/8 Wednesday, 9/14 Wednesday, 9/28 

 
Tuition Payments 
are Due to Main 

Office 

LABOR DAY 
 

NO SCHOOL 
 

NO Childcare is 
available 

 
 

BACK TO SCHOOL 
NIGHT 

6PM 
 

Childcare available 

PTC Meeting 
6PM 

 
Cafeteria 

 
 

Field Trip 
Grades 2 & 3 

 
Apple Orchard and 

Apple Picking 

 

Welcome to all of our new and returning families!  This year is going to be one that is filled 
with innovation, growth, and collaboration.  For those who attended the Family 
Orientation in August, you’ll remember how we reflected on the shared expectations that 
hold us accountable to you and you to us.  We must work together to achieve excellence 
one student at a time, just like the school’s motto says.  Thank you, in advance, for your 
support of our teachers and staff, quick responses to school requests, and for reaching out 
directly to us when you have a concern or need.  This year we continue our open door 
policy for direct access to our teachers and school leadership and I look forward to joining 
forces with you in growing our school and enhancing our academic program.  Cheers! 

accolades and reminders 
ü The PWA Principal’s Scholar theme for September is Fairness.  Students will 

be learning about this character trait all month and their peers will select a 
representative who best exhibits this trait all month. 

ü Best wishes to all students and staff who celebrate birthdays this month!  
Check out the September birthday display in the school’s lobby. 

ü Welcome to Ms. Stoops, our newest team member!  Ms. Stoops has been 
with us most of the summer and serves as one of our First Grade teachers. 

ü Please work directly with our after school programming partners to answer 
any specific questions or to register your child for activities. 

ü Don’t forget to label all of your child’s belongings and to check the lost and 
found corner in the elementary wing of the school for missing items. 

ü Have you signed up to support the PTC this year?  This year the school will 
be collaborating with the PTC on specific, targeted areas of growth and we 
need your support. 

ü We will be rolling out our “parent portal” access in time for interim reports, 
which marks the halfway time between grading periods. 

ü This year we will have 4 report cards (not 3 as in previous years) to increase 
the academic “touch points” between home and school. 

THURSDAY, SEPT. 8th @ 6PM 
 

Meet your child’s teacher 
Learn about this year’s goals 

Explore the curriculum 
Volunteer to help 

Meet other parents 
 
Please note this is not an evening 
to have a private conference with 
your child’s teacher.  Please 
schedule those in advance. 



  

  

This year we are emphasizing character building 
and collaboration amongst our students and 
staff.  Using the child’s book “How full is your 
bucket?,” each class is discussing the 
implications of doing good things for other 
people.  This book encourages positive behavior 
by using the concept of an invisible bucket to 
show how easy and rewarding it is to express 
kindness, appreciation, and love by “filling 
buckets.”  Each class has a copy of this book 
and throughout the school you’ll see buckets as 
a visible reminder that we should be mindful of 
the things we do and choose not to do.  Students 
also use this concept to better understand that 
“bucket dipping” is a negative behavior (what we 

do), not a permanent label (who we are), and 
that it is possible to fill or dip into our own 
buckets. 
 
As a parent, you “fill a child’s bucket” each time 
you hold, caress, nurture, touch, sing, play, and 
provide loving attention, safety, and care.  
Giving that love is filling buckets.  Through this 
modeling at home and at school, children learn 
how to love others.  Children who learn how to 
express kindness and love lead happier lives.  
When you care about others and show that 
love by what you say and do, you feel good and 
you fill your own bucket, too.   
 

 
Students in our classrooms also ritualize this 
process of bucket filling each week by filling our 
slips of paper and placing them in a classmate’s 
or teacher’s bucket sharing how their bucket was 
filled by that person’s actions.  In only a few 
short weeks of school we are beginning to hear 
teachers and students reference bucket filling 
and dipping into buckets as we recognize good 
character traits and solve conflict in the 
classroom.  When we all have our own buckets 
filled and learn how we can fill other people’s 
buckets too, we understand how special, 
valuable, and capable we are.  This is an 
essential part of building a school community. 
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Although not every strategy below may fit your particular need, here are some 
suggestions to help get the start of the school year successfully underway.  Children of 
all ages respond well to routines and consistency, and knowing what to expect 
provides a sense of safety and security. 
 
Set up a bedtime and wake-up routine in advance. If possible, it’s best to establish 
bedtimes and wake-up times two weeks in advance of the start of school. By the time 
the first day of school comes, kids will already be on the right sleeping schedule and it 
will be one less worry for your family. 
 
Get to know new teachers. There will be open houses, orientations, and other meet-
and-greet options at the beginning of the school year, but none will give you the 
chance to spend some quality time getting to know your kids’ teachers. Try to find a 
few minutes before or after school to connect one-on-one with the teachers. At the 
very least, send an introductory email that includes how you can help during the school 
year, however big or small. 
 
Plan healthy lunches and snacks. The better you plan out the meals in your home, 
the healthier choices you will make for your kids. When you pack protein-rich snacks 
and lunches, balanced with fruits, vegetables, and other wholesome items, you ensure 
that your children will have the energy and brainpower to make it through their school 
days. 
 
Organize clothing. Of course you will need to donate or otherwise get rid of the 
clothing that your kids have outgrown, but you should also take the time to carefully 
organize what is left. From there, decide what items you may need more of before 
school begins. 
 
Set up a staging area. Find a central spot to store everything related to school, 
including backpacks, upcoming outfits, and a dry erase calendar with family schedules. 
Try to keep this area free of clutter and other non-school items so that you can find 
what you need, when you need it—and quickly. Have the kids help you stock it with 
school-related items and keep it clean and functional. Find some inspiration here. 
 
Update medical records. Make sure teachers and administrators have a complete list 
of any medical concerns regarding your kids, including allergies. You will also want to 
be sure that all emergency contacts are up to date. 
 
Ask your kids about their concerns. The start of school is exciting, but can also bring 
some anxiety—especially when it comes to the unknown. Take a few minutes to ask 
your kids what they are most looking forward to during the school year, and what 
things may be worrying them. By giving them a forum to express their concerns, you 
can help them work through any worries in advance of school starting and clear up any 
issues that could lead to a bumpy start to the year. 



  

  

 


