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For your information regarding our philosophy and practice:

We integrate Montessori practice in our curriculum.  For those of you who are not familiar with this method, Maria Montessori was born in 1870 in Chiaravalle, Italy and died in 1952 in The Netherlands.  Maria Montessori’s training as a scientist allowed her to observe children with an eye to recognize their intrinsic needs.  She created educational materials that matched children’s developmental needs.  The main concepts for Montessori are:

--RESPECT for the Child:  Each one of us is unique and deserves respect.

--The Absorbent Mind:  The first six years of life are immensely important in terms of learning.  During this period, children have extraordinary abilities to learn almost effortlessly, they “absorb” information from their environment “hence the importance of the educational environment in our school.”

--The Prepared Environment:  Children learn best and become confident individuals in an environment where appropriate activities are available, where they can choose their own activities, and where they can progress at their own pace “hence our philosophy of challenging children but not frustrating them.”

--Purposeful Work:  This is accomplished through meaningful activities designed so children can succeed. “Hence our philosophy of encouraging the children to achieve their potential via various ways of learning: hands on, direct teaching, and textbooks.”

--Human Potential:  Education begins at birth and never ends.  If children’s developmental needs are met, children will be able to maximize their potentials; “hence, our integration of being an International School, and working on the International Baccalaureate Program.”  

This information was adapted from “A Parent’s Guide to the Montessori” by Aline D. Wolf.

For Parents Consideration- - Children’s book bags should not be heavy.  If the bag is too heavy for the child, please buy one that the student can roll on the floor.  We should be very careful with young preschoolers.  According to some researchers, during these growing years book bags may cause damage to the children’s bones and muscles.

We now are very aware of the damage the sun can cause to the skin; so applying sunscreen has been acknowledged and widely practiced. Now we need to do the same with protecting our children’s eyes from the sun.  It is recommended, according to some researches, that children get used to wearing sunshades outdoors.

Children who practice healthy habits at home and in school grow to be healthy adults.  Please make sure you send only nutritious food with your child.  Also, make sure you do physical activities on a daily basis.  Turn the T.V. off during the week.  Get your child used to hearing classical music at bedtime and to practice reading as a way of living on a daily basis. We pledge to do all that and more.  Just help us make it possible.

We look forward to an exciting learning year.

Sincerely,

Dr. Samia Harris

