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Dr. Samia Harris Founder /Director of Prince William Academy

 JOINS THIRTEEN EDUCATION LEADERS TO LEARN HOW INDIA’S ECONOMY AND EDUCATION LINK TO VIRGINIA 

Charlottesville, Virginia (October 21, 2008) – Dr. Samia Harris, Founder and Director of Prince William Academy, Virginia Secretary of Education Thomas Morris and twelve other Virginia school division superintendents will visit businesses and schools in India from November 28 to December 8 to learn how India’s economy is tied to Virginia’s and what they can do as education leaders to help Virginia’s students become more globally competitive.  The superintendents were selected to participate in a program that is totally funded by forty different companies with offices in Virginia and organized by the University of Virginia and the Virginia Association of School Superintendents (VASS).  Their selection in the UVA-VASS India as a Global Partner Program was based on their commitment to attending sixteen hours of classes at UVA prior to travel, to making presentations in their schools and communities on what they learned, and to developing international partnerships with the schools they visit in India.   

The classes at UVA have been timely in their focus on the interdependence of international economies and the skills that students will need to be competitive in the global market.  The education leaders have listened to presentations by business and education professors, Indian entrepreneurs who own technology businesses in Virginia, the President of the U.S. India Business Alliance and the Washington Bureau Chief of the London Financial Times and author of In Spite of the Gods: The Rise of Modern India.

While in India, the Virginia delegation will travel to Mumbai (Bombay) and Delhi where they will visit several companies that conduct business in Virginia and the United States.  They will also have the opportunity to visit and speak with faculty and students at the India Institute of Technology in Mumbai, one of several universities that are the Indian equivalent of MIT.  In addition, they will tour several elementary and secondary schools to learn about education in India and how Indian students are being prepared for success in the global economy.
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The education leaders selected for participation in the privately-funded UVA-VASS India as a Global Partner Program include: 

Dr. Samia Harris, Founder/Director of Prince William Academy, Prince William County

Dr. Albert S. Armentrout, Superintendent of Schools, Wythe County

Dr. Lois F. Berlin, Superintendent of Schools, Falls Church City

Dr. Roger D. Collins, Superintendent of Schools, Nelson County

Mrs. Janet D. Crawley, Superintendent of Schools, Charles City County

Dr. Jack D. Dale, Superintendent of Schools, Fairfax County

Dr. Sharon D. Dodson, Superintendent of Schools, Henry County

Mrs. Elaine Fogliani, Superintendent of Schools, Westmoreland County

Dr. David M. Gangel, Superintendent of Schools, Amelia County

Mrs. Melody D. Hackney, Superintendent of Schools, Charlotte County

Dr. Thomas R. Morris, Secretary of Education, Commonwealth of Virginia

Mr. Frederick S. Morton, IV, Superintendent of Schools, Henrico County

Dr. H.Alan Seibert, Superintendent of Schools, Salem City

Dr. Patricia Taylor, Superintendent of Schools, Frederick County

Mrs. Elizabeth F. Thomas, Superintendent of Schools, Grayson County
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