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Commitment to Diversity

In thinking about our academy’s traditions and how we started certain events, The International Day comes to my mind.  This particular event is so dear to me as I have always felt the necessity to recognize the multi-cultural educational environment.  If we agree with Freud that “there are no accidents”, this definitely will fit.  I grew up in a multi-cultural household.  My mom, God bless her soul, was a Turkish lady with a very strong Turkish heritage. My father’s homage was even more mixed than my mom’s.   He had an Egyptian mom and, rumor has it, a Mongolian father.  Added to the mix, my father had a British career as an enlisted soldier in the British Army.  Our home was like no other. Nothing was typical about our up bringing.  My father was years ahead of the Egyptian Society in helping girls in their equality to boys, and my mother’s laughter and love filled the house all the time.

At age 21, we migrated to Canada, and were exposed to yet another culture. Before the age of 32, I had worked in Canada, Yemen, Nigeria, Saudi Arabia and England.  At age 32, we came to Virginia to yet another rich culture.  There are some unique qualities about diversity in the US and Canada.  Having people from all over the world to live together is definitely challenging and unique only to some countries like the United States. What makes it work and what causes challenges?  

North America includes African Americans who may themselves have differences in cultures.  The white migrant’s homes have as many languages and cultures as there are European countries.  The Asian race and their distinction between the various backgrounds, the Hispanic, the Arab and the list have no limitations.

 I have always appreciated the tremendous cultural richness of the extended family, and of course we have the diversity of generation, gender, physical abilities, religions and beliefs. 

As an educator with this unique background, I know the importance of appreciating the richness of other cultures while maintaining one’s own cultural specificity.

In evaluating the American early childhood and elementary education, one can notice the absence of geography and other languages in the system, which causes lack of understanding of ones diverse demographic population and can cause friction in the society. We have made it our mission to contribute to children’s growing years by surrounding them with a diverse environment.

We do that in many ways; enhancing the surroundings by multicultural artifacts, flags, maps, historical data, games, books and so on.  Another way is by dedicating the month of October to be our International Month, starting with each classroom becoming a country and ending with children visiting many countries within their own school.  The finale is a “Hands Around the World Party”, where children dress, eat, dance, sing and listen to songs from other countries.

Another way to enhance our international/global focus is by selecting a continent every summer, and studying a different country every two weeks.  

Being the first school in Prince William County to teach Spanish to young children 18 years ago and leading the County and Virginia by offering French, Spanish, Mandarin and Arabic, we soon will extend our program to other languages such as Hebrew, Farsi and others.  This will put our Academy on the leading edge and setting up the highest standard for being diverse.

We were created on this earth for a particular mission, and I am so proud to take this one on as a step to spread peace and understanding in the world.

