PRINCE WILLIAM ACADEMY

August 25, 2009

Dear Parents,

A whole child is a healthy child. A happy child is one that is having great fun learning. That experience rarely happens coincidentally; therefore it is our responsibility as parents, teachers and school curriculum designers to take the holistic approach towards teaching and raising our children.  That is why we at Prince William Academy incorporate the hands-on approach towards learning as well as including an enriched camp, art, music, sports and social activities, all to be a natural part of our practice.

President Obama has declared September 11 as a day of service.  On that day, at 9:00 a.m., we will all meet in the garden and plant bulbs to wish for a better and peaceful world for our children.  Please provide a tulip bulb or plant for your child.

This summer our camp students experienced first hand the beauty of picking homegrown tomatoes, corn and squash from our vegetable garden.  One of our beautiful three-year old girls picked up a tomato and said to me, “Grandma is going to wash it and make a salad for me for lunch.” That was precious!

When the White House does it, the story makes headlines, but at PWA working in the garden has been a normal practice for the past twenty-four years.

A warm welcome to our returning teachers and staff: 

Jumana Alattar, 4th year

Marisabel Barret, 3rd year 

Jacqueline Carrecker, 8th year

Joy Dwyer, 10th year

Bahia Habbaz, 4th  year

Doha Karsi, 3rd year

Eleanor Kraak, 6th year

Carmen Liu, 2nd year

Jean MacLeod, 11th year

Sabrina Martin, 2nd year

Robin McGuire, 2nd year

Suzanne Mickiewicz, 2nd year

Danielle Pacifico, 2nd year

Amelia Padilla, 3rd year

Bibiana Quiambao, 4th year

Noemi Rocha, 2nd year

Saira Saghir, 4th year

Ernestine Sampson, 5th year

Hassania Sebaai, 4th year

Angie Wilkins, 7th year

Kathi Williams, 2nd year

A huge welcome to our new teachers:

Yasmine Prince

Meaghan Bradshaw

Walaa Yousif

Estrella Arellano

We are asking parents this year, if possible, to send a laptop computer to school for your child.  Our Academy has wi-fi in every classroom but it has been a tough financial challenge to acquire enough computers for all the children. We would love to have a computer for each student to use educational software and to have internet access. Now we ask for your help to meet our goal in keeping up with today’s technology. Part of being an IB school is for the students to research for answers and be ready for tomorrow, and having enough computers will make that a reality.

With your help and kindness we now have a strong library that I think will pass the International Baccalaureate requirements.

Congratulations to all our teachers who attended the International Baccalaureate Academy training and a special recognition to our language staff who presented with me on how we teach languages to young children. 

A lot of hard work and planning has taken place this summer to start the year strong and to have a harmonious atmosphere for our students and staff.  We invite you to join us for Open House on September 2nd (Spriggs Road) and September 4th at Lake Ridge at 6:00 p.m.

Finally we wish all our Moslem families a Happy Ramadan and we look forward to seeing everyone the first day of school on September 8. If you have any questions, please call the office or e-mail us at DrHarris@PrinceWilliamAcademy.com.

Sincerely,

Dr. Samia Harris

